A simple method for the lectin histochemical visualization of rat microglial cells is described. Advantages indude ease of fixation of brain tissue using para.formaldehyde, and rapidity oftissue processing by vibratome sectioning. Furthermore, in addition to providing good structural preservation, the method achieves improved lectin binding, resulting in
Introduction
Various lectin-horseradish peroxidase (HRP) complexes have been used to study the distribution ofbrain glycoconjugates (7, 11) . The a-D-galactosyl-specific B4 isolectin derived from
Gr:ffonia simplic:folia seeds (GSA I-B4-HRP) has been shown to stain selectively rat microglial cells in normal as well as in pathologically altered brain (1, 10, 11 :
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- The present study reconfirms the applicability oflectin histochemis- cell with triangularly shaped nucleus in white matter gives off many processes, some extending at right angles to course of axons. Arrows point to glial cells that lack lectin staining (probably an oligodendrocyte and an astrocyte); arrowheads indicate nodes of Ranvier, flanked by a weakly staining outer myelin membrane.
Original magnification x 650. Bar = 20 tm.
processes of an individual cell was often in excess of 50 sm in diameter.
Contrary to earlier observations in paraffin-embedded tissue, staining ofsmall blood vessels with GSA I-B4-HRP was greatly reduced in these paraformaldehyde-fixed and vibratome-sectioned preparations.
Only occasional vessels, which for short distances were preserved in their entire circumference, showed weak lectin binding. Terminal branches of microglial processes could be observed to be in direct contact with vascular walls ( Figure  1) 
